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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

AEBIOM, the European Biomass Association presents this 

annual report 2009 to demonstrate the importance of 

bioenergy for the European energy supply and to inform 

you about the various activities of our association to foster 

bioenergy.  

Biomass delivered in 2009 more than 100 Mtoe to the 9¦Ωǎ 

energy consumption, with 11% electricity, 10% as 

transportation fuels and 79% as heat. In the public 

perception biomass is mainly seen as a transportation fuel, 

whereas in reality biomass is predominantly used for the 

heat supply in the residential sector and in the industry. 

The utilization of biomass as a renewable energy carrier 

offers many advantages to the society such as: 

ü an improved security of supply from  

predominantly indigenous, renewable resources; 

ü a reduction of the greenhouse gas emissions; 

ü new jobs in many regions of Europe along the 

whole chain of the bioenergy industry; 

ü savings of consumer expenditures in using biomass 

for heat. 

The potential for the further development of bioenergy in 

Europe is big; it only can be developed, if straight-forward 

policies in favor of bioenergy are implemented by the 

national and regional governments. This is valid for the 

heating sector as well as for transportation fuels and the 

electricity production based on biomass and biogas. 

Experience proves: the rapid development of bioenergy and 

all other renewable energy in combination with a strong 

policy for energy efficiency is the best strategy to combat 

climate change and improve the security of the energy 

supply in Europe. 

Heinz Kopetz 

President 

 

 

  

άBioenergy, a great opportunity 

for our energy system, our 

economy and to maintain our 

well being.έ 
Heinz Kopetz 

 

 

Heinz Kopetz 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL  

 

European legislation is without a doubt impacting the 

energy sector to a large extent - and renewables in 

particular. This can be seen with the White Paper on 

renewables in 1997, the renewable electricity directive in 

2001, the biofuels directive in 2003, followed by the 2009 

directive on renewables.  The EU legislation is becoming 

more and more important for Members States and for the 

first time mandatory targets are set in place.  

In the coming months several other key pieces of legislation 

are important to influence, like the national actions plans 

and their evaluation (will the measures be sufficient to 

reach the targets?), the revision of the energy taxation 

directive that could pave the way to a future CO2 tax, the 

new entrants reserve that allocates 300 million CO2 

allowances, possibly to bioenergy projects under the ETS 

system. In fact, as long as bioenergy, which today 

represents more than 7% of the final energy consumption, 

continues to grow, there will be an increasing amount of 

policy and standards to guide market developments.  

But bioenergy does not only have friends and it is crucial to 

ensure that the EU legislation is providing a favourable 

framework. The price peak two years ago on food and non 

food commodities has invited a huge debate about 

biofuels. Even if we know now that biofuels are not so 

much responsible, there is still a tendency to point them 

out as scapegoat. This is influencing, for example, the 

whole debate about indirect land use and sustainability 

criteria for biomass for heat and electricity. It is easily 

forgotten that biomass has to compete with fossil fuels 

which are 100% unsustainable. 

Key priorities for 2010  

ü Increase the pro-active lobbying activities in 

cooperation with the members and particularly 

the new AEBIOM Working Groups.  

ü Take profit of the large AEBIOM European 

Bioenergy Conference (30 June-1 July) to increase 

the visibility of bioenergy at EU level.  

ü Influence the renewable energy action plans and 

follow up with their evaluation.  

ü Build up a wide network around the new European 

Technology Platform for Heating and Cooling, 

particularly with companies.  

²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ƛƴ нллфΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀgain in 

2010.  

Jean-Marc Jossart 

Secretary General 

 

 

  

άAEBIOM, your partner for 

EU affairs and networkingΦέ 

Jean-Marc Jossart 
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BIOENERGY IN EUROPE 

 

¢ƘŜ ά!9.Lha 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ .ƛƻƳŀǎǎ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ нллфέ ǎƘƻǿs 

that bioenergy remains the largest source of renewable 

energy in Europe - with a share of two thirds!  

Gross Inland Consumption of Renewables, EU27 

 

The EU bioenergy sector is on the way to reach the AEBIOM 

target of 220 Mtoe of biomass to be used for energy in 2020, 

thus allowing the EU to achieve the 20% share of RES energy 

set by the Union. Thanks to the versatility of biomass use for 

heat, electricity and transport, the yearly net increase of 

biomass consumption reached more than 8 Mtoe in 2007.  

Net increase in Gross Inland Consumption of Renewables, EU27

 

7% of the final energy consumption of the European Union 

was met by bioenergy in 2007, with Sweden, Latvia and 

Finland surpassing 25%. General Bioenergy statistics are 

publically available on the AEBIOM website while the full 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά!9.Lha 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ .ƛƻƳŀǎǎ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ нллфέ ƛǎ 

exclusively retrievable for all AEBIOM members. 

 

Biomass share of final energy consumption 

 

  

A steady growth of the bioenergy business 


